COLOGNE'S REPROACH.                    265

jealous of the power of her northern sister. Forgetful
of the whole course of Hanseatic history, she ventured
to say that It would seem strange to the emperor and
other princely potentates, that a to\vn like Llibeck
should meddle with such great matters as the deposi-
tion and installation of kings.

To this taunt Liibeck replied with dignity, pointing
out that she had no wish either to change the faith of
the kings or to murder them (as Cologne had pre-
viously suggested), but that according to treaty she
had the right to act as she had clone, and that she
had acted, not for the sake of exhibiting her own
power, but because of the natural, intimate, and need-
ful relationship that existed between Denmark and
the Baltic towns. Since olden days no king might
be elected in Denmark without the knowledge of
Liibeck, and on this they had ever acted.

The men of Cologne were not abashed by this
reference to history. They replied that it might be
so, and that the Ltibeckers had the right they would
not deny; but they repeated, it made a strange
impression upon kings and princes that the men of
Liibeck should make and unmake kings.

Alas! how were the mighty fallen ! What a
degradation of sentiment in the Hansa when the
cause of one was no longer the cause of all!

Some clays later, in reply to a similar attack, the
Liibeckers replied, in the old bold spirit that charac-
terized the Hansa in its best times, " In one thing
they had made a mistake, and that was when they
helped, two such worthless men as the kings of
Denmark and Sweden to power, and had further